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SAPC-10273 

Copy of S. 

25 October 1956 


M'MIiANihM FQk i Contracting Officer 

SUBJECT * Col. Farrington's Request to put ARDC’e -j-2» a 

at Edwards aFB 


1. as we have discussed before the idee of AEpe*» three 
eirplems being houeed et Edward© A F8, you know ay feeling in this 
regard, My stand remain* unchanged, namely, that as Wg as our 
project is active end our mission has not been officially coopro- 
eioed, I will net recommend to ay superiors or approve any request 
to place ARI)C*s aircraft et Edvards. 


2. Simply stated, ay reasons are that regardless of how 
securely they house the aircraft at Edwards, if this airplane is 
flows there, within a matter of days every U.S. aircraft manufac- 
turer*® representative operating from l dward* will know quite 
accurately the altitude, climb, endurance and functional capa- 
bilities. Furthermore, these representatives will without dc-ubt 
relay such information to their companies in order that they may 
be aware of the latest performance capabilities of aircraft at 
Edwards. this in turn will channel the information to the chief 
aarodynami olste, the structural and preliminary design personnel 
throughout the aircraft industry. 


3* I am aware that the Russians without doubt know reasonably 
closely the altitude and range capabilities of our aircraft! 
however, I do ac t think they know al l of the functional capabilities 

The fact that auch information 


hat not beer, puhiiened oy a xoreign countr;, or acknowledged by t his 
country indicates to as that we still have a reasonable degree of 
security. This I propose tc maintain as long as ws arc active. 

Ha ving been a ^aright Field man at one time, I know that they can 
accomplish any teste necessary to the success of the SAC program at 
places other than Sdwarde if they are willing to face the diffictiltiee 
encountered, namely of moving the project engineer and the pilot who 
Is to fly the aircraft to another location. Furthermore, I ace no 
testing of the 0-2 vfcicb is vital to the completion of either our 
mission or SAC* a since I believe we have exploited the capabilities 
of this airplane enough tc suable ue to get the *>*■*< out of it. 

1 see nothing that ARDC can gain in running sawtooth climbs, speed 
teste, etc. which will greatly enhance the mission accci^plishmnt 
of this bird in our program or in SAC»s. 


USAF review(s) completed. 
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iu Such being the cm, X see no reason why AKSC testa 
qsa not be delayed or oliadnated, or conducted at sons appropriate 
iHUW where our project's security will not be Jeopardized. X 
understand that ay feeling is soneuhat concurred in by Hr. Msaell 
though possibly not as strongly as 1 feel, ana also that 
*SsMy Johnson also shares to a degree ay feeling of not wanting 
to place the 0-2 at Edwards as long as we still hare any degree 
of security to guard. 


J. A. 2IB3S 

Deputy Project Director 


1 - Contr. Off. 

2 - fifffl 

3 - Main/ Security 
It - JAO 

5 - Qiron. 


«JAC^ 
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